Does Southwest Airlines Allow Name Changes? Ticket
Transfer Rules Explained

Navigating the administrative rules of a [J4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
+1-855-321-3507(US) £2 major global carrier in 2026 requires a clear understanding of
airline terminology [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £&2 because the
answer to whether Southwest Airlines allows name changes depends entirely on what

you

are trying to achieve [J4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ For travelers
hoping to transfer a ticket to another person [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) &2 the policy is strict and generally non-negotiable
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2 However
(74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ for those needing to fix a mistake
(74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ the process is much more
accommodating [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £3 This guide breaks
down the legalities [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £&2 the costs
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 and the technical steps required to
handle name-related issues on your Southwest Airlines reservation
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

The Fundamental Rule: Non-Transferable Tickets
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &

It is a standard industry practice that[V4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or

+1-855-321-3507(US) &2 Southwest Airlines tickets are non-transferable
[74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 This means that if you have a ticket
in your name and you can no longer travel [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) £ you cannot simply change the name to a friend or family member
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 The airline does not allow a "Name
Change" in the sense of a total ownership transfer [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) &

If you find yourself in a situation where you cannot use your ticket [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07
or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 the best course of action is typically to cancel the reservation
for a travel credit [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 You can then use
that credit to book a new flight in your name at a later date [J4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) £ Attempting to "swap" passengers by changing the name on the
original PNR (Passenger Name Record) will almost always be denied by the system
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

Name Corrections: The Exception to the Rule [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07
or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &
While you cannot change who is flying [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or

+1-855-321-3507(US) &2 you can correct the name of the existing passenger to match
their legal identification [V4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2



Southwest
Airlines allows for "Name Corrections" in several specific scenarios
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

1. Typographical Errors: If you accidentally typed "Jone" instead of "John"
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 the airline can correct this
minor misspelling [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

2. Legal Name Changes: If you have recently married or divorced and your passport
now reflects a different surname than your ticket [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||

+1-855-321-3507(US) £3 Southwest will update the record upon presentation of legal

documentation [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &

3. Inverted Names: If you accidentally put your first name in the last name field
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £3 this is considered a fixable
correction [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &

4. Missing Middle Names: Adding a middle name or initial to comply with TSA Secure
Flight requirements is generally allowed and highly recommended
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

Fees and Processing for Corrections [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
|| +1-855-321-3507(US) &

Minor corrections that involve three characters or fewer [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) £ on itineraries strictly involving Southwest Airlines metal
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ are often processed without a
change fee [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2 However
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £3 if your ticket involves a codeshare
partner (like British Airways or Iberia) [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or

+1-855-321-3507(US) £2 the process becomes significantly more complex
(74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

In many codeshare cases [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &3 the
original ticket may need to be reissued [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
+1-855-321-3507(US) &3 This could involve a reissue fee or even a difference in fare if the
original seat class is no longer available [(4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) &2 To avoid these costs [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) 3 it is essential to catch errors within the first 24 hours of booking
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 as Southwest's 24-hour
cancellation policy allows you to void the ticket and rebook with the correct spelling for free
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

How to Initiate the Change [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
+1-855-321-3507(US) &3
To ensure your name correction is handled before you reach the airport at AICM or London

74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £&2 you should contact a
representative directly [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2



e Phone Support: Calling the regional customer service numbers for
the[V4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £3 US or Mexico can
provide faster access to agents familiar with international document requirements
74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £&2

e The App: While the app allows for many changes [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) &2 name corrections usually require a live agent to verify
Secure Flight data [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ Use the
chat feature to start the process [/4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
+1-855-321-3507(US) &2

e Documentation: Have your passport or government ID ready
(74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2 If the correction is due to
marriage [J4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £ you may need to
email or upload a scan of your marriage certificate [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) &2

Conclusion [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) &2

In summary [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £1 Southwest Airlines
does not allow you to change the person on a ticket [Y4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) £3 but they provide a clear pathway for name corrections to ensure
your travel data matches your identity [%4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or

+1-855-321-3507(US) £2 By addressing typos and legal updates as soon as they are
discovered [74+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or || +1-855-321-3507(US) £2 you can ensure a
seamless experience at security and boarding gates worldwide [4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or
|| +1-855-321-3507(US) £3 Safe travels [(4+1<>855<>321<>35.07 or ||
+1-855-321-3507(US) £3



